The specificity of the QSAR models for regulatory purposes: the example of the DEMETRA project.
QSAR models have special characteristics depending on the field they are addressing. In the case of QSAR models for regulatory purposes particular requirements should be introduced, to warrant the proper use within a regulatory context. Here the criteria introduced within the European project DEMETRA are presented and discussed. The case discussed here refers to models addressing (eco)toxicological endpoints. Major issues are related to the identification of regulation guidelines, data quality and reproducibility. Further points to be addressed in the model description should be uncertainty and availability of the model, and false negatives, even in the case of regression models.